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Median Handbook
See Page 9

Chapter 1
Introduction and Overview 

of Medians and Their Benefits



Median Handbook
Purpose

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance on 

designing and placing median and median openings. Unless 

stated otherwise, this is not a set of standards or a 

Departmental Procedure. Its purpose is to guide the 

designer, planner or reviewer through the existing rules, 

standards and procedures, as well as current national and 

international guidance on the subject of medians….. 

From Page 3



Medians Improve Safety



Center Turn Lane
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Source: Sear Brown Group and NYDOT

From Page 13



Median - Driver Perspective

Stop

Merge

Focus Areas - 2 Approach Directions - 2
Source: Sear Brown Group and NYDOT

From Page 14



Pedestrian

Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, F - OLD



Safety Evaluation of Left Turns vs. 
Right Turn Plus U-turns



Operational Study

• Over 300 hours of video
• Actual analysis of evasive maneuvers 

(Conflicts)
• Eight sites in Tampa Bay area

– Before and After available for one modified site 
(showed 50% reduction in conflicts



Before and After Location
US 19 & 116th Ave

Tampa Area



Conflict Rates for Direct Lefts vs. Right 
Turn followed by U Turn
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Directional US 98



Narrow Median Directional

Not as much control with a 22 foot wide median



What can go wrong at full 2



Sand lake opening



Multilane Median Policy

• Directs all Department multi-lane projects over 
40 mph (60 km\h) in design speed to have a 
restrictive median 



Median Handbook
From Page 23 Chapter 2

Important Concepts in 
Understanding Medians and 
Median Opening Placement



No openings in left turn lanes

From Page 27







Avoid Median Openings 
Across Right Turn Lanes

From Page 27



Deceleration And Queue Will Dictate Spacing





Recommended Queue (Picture)

25 Feet per Passenger Car



What Happens If There Are Too 
Many Vehicles In The Queue?



Tight Scenario

Picture not in book



Realistic Scenario



Traffic Mix

Source: Reuters Ltd. 1995



Median Handbook

Chapter 3
Sight Distance As It Relates to 
Medians and Median Opening 

Design

From Page 47



Sight Distance
From Page 50





Sabal Palm Perry US 27



Area size of vehicle







Excerpt from Standard  546



From Page 52



Negative 6 ft offset

Source: Norbert Munoz - FHWA



Negative 6 ft offset No offset (aligned)

Positive 6 ft offset

Source: Norbert Munoz - FHWA





Median Handbook

Chapter 4
Median Width

From Page 59



Source: Vergil Stover





Median Handbook

Chapter 5
Special U-Turn Considerations



Width of Median for U-Turn 
(4-Lane)

Measures
in feet

Passenger
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Turn Lane to
Shoulder

AASHTO 2001 – Exhibit 9-92 



US 27 Marion County



Isolated Bulb-Out – US 27 Marion Co.



US 27 Marion County





Driveway Handbook

An Overview





From Page - 9

Driveways provide the physical transition between 
a site and the abutting roadway. Driveways should 
be located and designed to minimize impacts on 
traffic while providing safe entry and exit from the 
development served.

Introduction 



Driveways Should Be Designed 
Based On The Expected Traffic

From Page 13



Driveways Should Be Designed 
Based On The Expected Traffic

From Page 13



Driveways Should Be Designed 
Based On The Expected Traffic

From Page 13



Uncurbed Driveway  “Rural”

From Page 14



Curb and Gutter “Urban”

From Page 15



Radius and Flare

From Page 19



Driveway Radius

From Page 20



Driveway Width

From Page 29



Driveway Width



Driveway Width



Driveway Width

From Page 35

Let’s see 
what just a 10 
foot radius 
“buys” us

Only a 10 ft. 
Radius



Driveway Grade

From Page 39



Driveway Grade – standard 515

Research has shown that the highest practical grades are 14% 
for low volume driveways and 5% for higher volume driveways.

Source: Vergil Stover unpublished course notes



Driveway Channelization

From Page 45



Divisional Islands



Area of Triangular Island

From Pages 48 and 49 



Driveway Length

From Page 51



• “Driveway length”
is from edge of 
traveled way to the 
first conflict point

From Page 52

Driveway Length



Driveway Length and Parking 
Movements

From Page 55 



Driveway Length and Parking 
Movements

From Page 55 



Right Turn Lanes

From Page 59



Right Turn Lanes

From Page 60



From Page 65

Sight Distance



Sight Distance – Landscaping 

From Page 72



Driveway Sight Distance

Source: Dan Burden



Driveway Location

From Page 75



Inadequate Corner Clearance



Driveways and Median Opening 
Operations

From Page 81



The Pedestrian 
Environment

From Page 93



The Wheelchair User

From Page 94

Whenever possible, 
driveway 
crossings without 
level landings (or 
“walk arounds”) 
should be 
replaced.



Detectable Warning SurfacesDetectable Warning Surfaces
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