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Mn/DOT is a Decentralized 
Agency

• Eight regional districts delineated to 
balance lane miles
– Program Delivery

• Five divisions within the Central Office
– Policy Direction
– Technical Support
– Limited Review/Auditing
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Where is Access Management at 
Mn/DOT?

Office of Investment Management
Statewide Planning

Access Management

The
Districts
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Intent of Mn/DOT’s Access 
Management Program

• Balance mobility, safety & accessibility

• Recognize the right of reasonably 
convenient and suitable access

• Provide supportable guidelines

• Plan for future growth and land use 
changes

• Identify cost-effective solutions
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Access Management Initiative
1997 to 2002

• Develop a consistent statewide approach

• Use Mn/DOT’s existing regulatory powers

• Work with & through local land use 
authorities

• Guidelines adopted in 2002 as a Technical 
Memorandum
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Rollout to the Districts
2002 to 2003

• Assigned an access 
category to all trunk 
highway segments

• Provided initial training

• Provided follow-up 
training

• Developed worksheets

Category Assignments:
www.oim.dot.state.mn.us/access/categories.html

http://www.oim.dot.state.mn.us/access/categories.html
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Access Management
Primary Categories

District 1

?ÝA@

?ÝA@

?¦A@

?¦A@

)i

)q

)q

)q ?rA@

?ÈA@

?æA@

?°A@

)q)w

?àA@

?àA@

?àA@

?¦A@
?¦A@

?æA@

)y

)y

)y

?ÔA@

?ÉA@

?ÉA@

)i

?àA@

?àA@

?«A@

?|A@

?æA@

?ÀA@

?}A@

!"̀$

!"̀$

?¼A@

?́A@

?àA@

?ÓA@

?äA@

)q?ÅA@

?ÅA@

?}A@

)i

?¼A@

?¼A@

?zA@ )q

!"̀$

?ÈA@

?¦A@
?vA@

Hibbing

Babbitt

Duluth

Hoyt  Lakes

Cloque t

Mountain
Iron

Rock  Creek

Hermant own

Virginia

Cohass et

Gilbert

Ely

Ef fie

Silv er  Bay

Buhl

Biw ab ik

Marb le
Cole ra ine

Aurora

Grand
Rap ids

Sandstone

Chisholm

Warba

Orr

Bovey

Nashwauk

Tamarack

Rutledge

Internat ional
Falls

Pine City

Tower

Fin lays on

Big fo rk

Keew atin

Calumet

Wright

Cromw ell

McGregor

St urgeon Lake

As kov

Hinck ley

Moose Lake

Grand Marais

Bruno

Denham
Kerr ick

Cook

Willow  River

Littlefork

Barnum

Brook
Park

Big Falls

Hill City

Iron J unction

Brookst on

Palisade

McGra th

Beav er  Bay

Floodwood

Kettle Riv er

Zemple

Meadowlands

Ran ier

Wint on

Two Harbors

Map Date  12-16-02

2 - Medium Priority IRCs
3 - High Priority RCs

6 - Collectors
5 - Minor Arterials
4 - Principal Arterials

1 - High Priority IRCs

District Limits

County State Aid Highways

Municipal Boundaries
Surface Water

PRIMARY
CATEGORY ASSIGNMENTS

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 Miles

Mn/DOT Office of Investment Management.    Source: 2002 TIS data.
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Access Management Worksheets
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Review of Program
2003 to 2005

• Mn/DOT is implementing performance 
based planning

• Senior management’s interest in program 
performance

• Technical Memorandum expires in 2007

Therefore, OIM initiated an informal sampling by 
reviewing worksheets
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Access Management Reporting
• Quarterly & Annual Reports
• Quantitative & Qualitative Findings

Permit Applications by Access Category and Type
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Quantitative Results
Findings

• Most access requests are 
low-volume driveways on 
minor arterials

• 300 to 500 access 
request per year

• Mostly rural

• Few access requests are 
denied
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Qualitative Results
What is Working

• Increased awareness of importance of 
Access Management

• Use of worksheets as decision documents

• Improved coordination between Mn/DOT 
and local governments

• Better consistency in permitting decisions

• Maximizing Mn/DOT’s regulatory authority
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Qualitative Results
Where we need more work

• Still more room for consistency
– Misconceptions

• Additional clarification on Mn/DOT’s policy
– Use of conditions for denying access

• Technical Memorandum still confusing
• More coordination with Central Office
• Additional training is needed

– Permitting by a disperse group
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Where Do We Go Next?
2006 and beyond

• Develop an Access Management Manual
– Update Guidelines
– Add Permitting Review Process Guidance
– Add Traffic Impact Study Guidance
– Add Interchange Area Management Plans
– Add Access Control Guidance

• Establish an Access Management Review 
Board

• Provide Annual Training & Conference



The 7th National Conference on
Access Management

Brian Keith Gage, PE, PTOE
Mn/DOT Access Management Engineer

brian.gage@dot.state.mn.us

Minnesota Department of Transportation
http://www.oim.dot.state.mn.us/access/

mailto:brian.gage@dot.state.mn.us
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